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The Stanley family bought a large home in Barrington Village. Lorena Wiggins” completed home in the community.
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By Iris June Vinegar, Correspondent } !

Remember last year’s Real Estate Christmas story about
Builders of Hope? That’s the Raleigh organization that rescues
houses from the wrecking ball and sells them below market price
to workers whose incomes might preclude ownership.

This vear, Builders of Hope sold 22 of the 24 rehabbed
homes moved from a wide geographical area and placed on
new foundations in Barrington Village. That southeast
Raleigh community has the distinction of being the first sin-
gle-family housing development in North Carolina with wire-
less Internet capability and has won the Sir Walter Award
from the City of Raleigh’s Appearance Committee and Pro-
ject of the Year award from the Realtor Association of North
Carolina.

“Our mission is to increase the availability of high-quality
affordable housing through the development of single-fam-
ily homes rescued from demolition and fully rehabilitated,”
said Nancy Murray, 41-year-old founder and executive di-
rector of Builders of Hope.

Actually, the nonprofit rescues much more than houses.

First-time homeowner Lorena Wiggins, a 25-year-old sin-
gle mother with two young children, boughta two-bedroom,
one-bath home on a beautifully landscaped cul-de-sac in Bar-
rington Village for $93,000. The house was donated by
Sammy Jackson who moved it from Old Creedmoor Road.
Wiggins, a Williamston native who works at the Humana Call
Center is also working on her MBA degree through a distance-
learning program. “Iwould not have been able to experience
home ownership in a nice neighborhood without help from
Builders of Hope and the city,” she said.

That achievement, Murray said, was an incredible oppor-
tunity for Wiggins to own a beautifully renovated house at
the end of a cul-de-sac. “She got it for a price that might have
otherwise afforded her a run-down foreclosure on a less safe
street for her kids.”

Although the rescued houses in Barrington Village came

in all sizes, they now blend into the neighborhood, thanks
to the new front porches designed by Builders of Hope con-
struction director John Jenkins.

The largest home — 2,727 square feet including five bed-
rooms, spacious eat-in kitchen and master suite — was pur-
chased by Dawanna and Harry Stanley who have five chil
dren, ages 4 to 14. Their
$185,000 home was one of
several donated by North
Hills developer Kane Realty.

The Stanleys, both 33, had
been high school sweethearts
in New York City but sepa-
rated after graduation. They
reconnected 10 years ago and
married.

“The minute I walked onto
the lot I knew this was where
I wanted to live,” noted Dawanna, a Verizon sales rep and
president of the Barrington Village Homeowners Association.

Builders of Hope plans a number of other projects and pro-
grams in the Triangle. These include a neighborhood stabi-
lization plan for communities devastated by foreclosure and
blight; working with the City of Raleigh on an affordable hous-
ing community on State Street (pending City Council approval
Jan. 6); partnering with Habitat for Humanity and Com-
munity Land Trust for 16 homes in Chapel Hill's Phoenix
Place subdivision; and rehabbing two duplexes and two sin-
gle-family homes on Durham’s Rosedale Street.

One of those homes was transported from Raleigh’s Lake-
mont community, donated by Pamela Wimbush and her hus-
band, Raleigh builder John Cady of Construction by J.

info@BuildersofHopeNC.org.
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Builders of Hope volunteers include
architects, landscape designers,
fundraisers, copywriters, work men-
tors, clerical and construction workers
and computer and Intemet trainees. If
you would like to contribute finandally
or volunteer, e-mail Builders of Hope at






